260              BRIEF   INaUIRY   INTO  THE         [dl. VI*

maintaining, often even without justly laying, the
grand foundation of a sinners acceptance with God,
or pointing out how the practical precepts of Chris-
tianity grow out of her peculiar doctrines, and are
inseparably connected with them*. By this fatal
error, the very genius and essential nature of Chris-
tianity was imperceptibly changed. She no longer
retained her peculiar characters, or produced that
appropriate frame of spirit by which her followers
had been characterized. Facilis descensus. The
example thus set was followed during the present
century, and its effect was aided by various causes
already pointed out. In addition to these, it may
be proper to mention as a cause of powerful opera-
tion, thafc for the last fifty years the press has teemed
with moral essays, many of them published periodi-
cally, and most extensively circulated; which, being
considered either as works of mere entertainment,
or in which at least entertainment was to be blended
with instruction, rather than as religious pieces,
were kept free from whatever might give them the
air of sermons, or cause them to wear an appearance
of seriousness inconsistent with the idea of relaxation.
But in this way the fatal habit of considering Chris-
tian morals as distinct from Christian doctrines,
insensibly gained strength. Thus the peculiar doc-
trines of Christianity went more and moro out of
sight; and, as might naturally have been expected,
the moral system itself also, being robbed of that
which should have supplied it with lift) and nutri-
ment, began to wither and decay. At length, in our
own days, these peculiar doctrines have almost alto-
gether vanished from the view. Even in the greater
number of our sermons, scarcely any traces of them
are to be found.

* Vide Section vi. of the ivth Chapter, where we have expressly
ami fully treated of this most important truth. *